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Module 1:  Introduction and Overview

Module Scope and Sequence

1. Introduction and Overview
2 Legal Foundation2. Legal Foundation
3. Access to the General             

Education Curriculum
4. Writing a Standards-Based 

IEP
5. Classroom Practices that

August 2010

5. Classroom Practices that 
Support Access to the 
Curriculum
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Related Readings
• Hock, M.  (2000).  Ten 

Reasons Why We Should Use 
Standards in IEPs. In CASE, 5-,
7. 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/PDF/Ass
essment/MCPresents/Pages-
from-HockArticle.pdf

• Cortiella, C. (2006) NCLB and 
IDEA: What Parents of 
Students with Disabilities Need 
to Know. Minneapolis, MN: 

August 2010

University of Minnesota, 
National Center on 
Educational Outcomes. 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/PDF/Ass
essment/MCPresents/Parents.
pdf
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?????????????????????????

What are standards-based IEPs?

WHICH STANDARDS?
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For whom is this intended?

?????????????????????????
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Why Standards-Based IEPs?

To improve the educational

August 2010

To improve the educational 
achievement of students with 

disabilities!!
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Demonstrated Benefits of a 
Standards-Based IEP

• Improved exposure to 
subject matter in the 

l d tigeneral education 
curriculum.

• Greater collaboration 
between special and 
general education 
teachers, working to 
implement standards-
based IEPs.
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based IEPs.
• Greater focus on high 

expectations; less focus 
on academic deficits.

Source:   McLaughlin,et al., 1999; Quenemoen et 
al., 2001; Thompson et al., 2001
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Demonstrated Benefits of a 
Standards-Based IEP (con’t)

• Changes in teacher’s 
instructional practices to 

tensure access to 
curriculum content for 
students with diverse 
needs and abilities.

• Improved use of 
academic interventions, 
accommodations, and 
test data.
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test data.

Source:   McLaughlin et al., 1999; 
Quenemoen et al., 2001; Thompson et al., 
2001
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10 Reasons Why…… (Hock, 2000)

August 2010
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The Vocabulary of Standards-
Based Education

August 2010
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Content Standards
Content Standards are general statements of 
what students should know or be able to do as a 
result of their public school education.  

August 2010
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http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/standards/10JuneStandards_Glance.pdf
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Benchmarks

Benchmarks are 
clear descriptions of 
expectations for 
student knowledge, 
skills, and abilities 
relative to content 
standards

August 2010

standards.  
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Performance Descriptors

Performance 
descriptors place adescriptors place a 
student’s current level 
of skill, knowledge, or 
ability relative to an 
established 
benchmark.

August 2010
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Essential Learning Expectations

• Essential Learning Expectations are 
ifi t t t f h t ll t d tspecific statements of what all students 

should know and be able to do at a 
specific grade level.  They measure a 
student’s progress toward meeting a 
benchmark. 

August 2010
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Standards within the larger 
educational context.
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Equity…….Access

“Titl I f th El t d S d Ed ti A t
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“Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) of 1965 is the principal embodiment of the 
national commitment to help educate economically and 
educationally disadvantaged children” (Jennings, 2000, pg. 
516).
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Accounting for Performance 
Differences

August 2010
20



6/30/2011

11

Origins of Standards-Based 
Reform

• A Nation at Risk 
(1983) contained(1983) – contained 
sharp criticism of 
education practice in 
this country.

August 2010
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Standards-Based Reform

• Policy response to 
dissatisfaction withdissatisfaction with 
public school 
performance and 
outcomes

• The prevailing 
paradigm of 
education reform
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education reform, 
currently embodied by 
the No Child Left 
Behind Act.
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Standards-Based Reform 
Perspective

All students can be successful!

August 2010
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Three Components of this Reform 
Model

• High content standards;

• Use of assessments to measure how 
schools are helping students meet these 
standards; and

• An emphasis on accountability, i.e., 
holding educators and students
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holding educators and students 
responsible for student achievement (Nolet & 

McLaughlin, 2000).
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Equity…….Access for All Students, 
Including Students with Disabilities

August 2010
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Standards-Based IEPs:  A means of 
promoting access to the general 

education curriculum

August 2010
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A short video that puts the “big 
ideas” of this topic together.
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